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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>* 
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  
Dear Parishioners, 
    Some of you remarked that you found my homily last week 
on “Spiritual Freedom” helpful so I have decided to print it and 
subsequent homilies in the bulletin. Those of you who didn’t 
find the homily helpful may wish to move in to the rest of the 
bulletin. Just don’t say I didn’t warn you! 
                                 With my prayers, 
                                      Fr. Conley 
*************************************************** 
     On the first Sunday of Lent the Gospel reading told  us about 
how Jesus Christ Himself was tempted by the devil. When I was 
preparing my homily on this Gospel the question occurred to 
me; “when he wrote the Gospel, how did St. Luke know about 
how Jesus was tempted since no one was with Jesus when it 
happened?”  St. Luke probably never actually met Jesus 
Himself, so Jesus didn’t tell him about it. The story may have 
come to Luke through the Blessed Virgin Mary who tradition 
tells us provided Luke with some of the details of Jesus’ life. Or 
maybe, after Jesus had gathered the Apostles, He told them 
about His experience.  In either case, it would mean that Jesus 
must have been the first one to tell the story.  Which raises other 
questions.  Why did Jesus tell His Mother or the Apostles about 
His temptation? What did He hope they might learn from His 
experience?  I can almost imagine Jesus saying to Mary, “Mom, 
I had the strangest experience in the desert after I was baptized.” 
Or perhaps, telling His Apostles “Guys, let me tell you about the 
power of the devil.” I think Jesus must have told others the story 
to remind us that His whole mission, His life, death and 
resurrection, are ultimately about the fight between God and 
Satan, the battle of good versus evil. This battle is going on all 
the time around us and within us. The Bible teaches us that 
when our first parents, Adam & Eve, fell for the devil’s 
temptation, the human race lost it’s battle with Satan. We also 
lost the spiritual freedom God wants us to have.  There was a 
terrible loss because as long as our spirits are free we can do 
anything and if they are not, no matter how e are doing 
materially, we are slaves. Jesus Christ, the Son of God and our 
Savior entered human history in order to fight for us and to 
win back for us the spiritual freedom that was lost through 
original sin. This Jesus did by being obedient even unto death 
on the cross.  
   Therefore, as the followers of Christ we should continually 
ask ourselves if  we are walking in the spiritual freedom from 
sin and fear that Jesus has won for us? Or have we allowed 
ourselves to be shackled by thoughts and behaviors that weigh 
us down? As St. Paul points out what restricts our freedom most 
is not external things but our own misdirected desires. This 
season of Lent is a time for refocusing our attention on Christ 
and with His grace reasserting our spiritual freedom.  So on the 
Sundays of Lent I will be talking about how the Lord enables us 
to live in spiritual freedom. Now the first step in spiritual 
freedom is remembering who we are. We need to remember 
our true identity as the children of God. That was why Jesus 
came—to tell us who we are and to help us maintain our identity 
against the temptations of the devil. In our Gospel reading today 
Jesus shows us by His own example how this is done. 
  

 
   As we see in the temptation of Jesus, Satan seeks to destroy 
our bond with God our Father. In two of the temptations, 
Satan tries to undermine Jesus’ sense of His own identity by 
saying “If you are the Son of God...”  The devil does the same 
thing to us by trying to get us to ignore our relationship with 
God.  Satan wants us to forget that we are made in God’s image 
and that God has redeemed us from sin by the cross of Christ.  
We have a dignity that comes from God and every form of sin 
means lowering ourselves down from that dignity. It can be easy 
for us to forget these things because ever since the fall of Adam 
we are prone to sin. However, when tempted we should remind 
ourselves, “By the grace of God, I am better than this.”Now if 
we look at the specific temptations proposed by Satan we will 
see that Jesus was subjected to the same basic temptations that 
the devil uses to attack us. We can also see how by following 
Christ’s example, we can resist them.  
 The first temptation, for bread in a time of hunger, is the 
temptation to allow His hunger, His appetite, to over rule 
His faithfulness to the plan of God our Father. It is a temptation 
we all face. Our appetites for food and physical pleasure are 
good and necessary to preserve life and to bring forth new life. 
But when we make them our highest priority, we become slaves 
to them and we lose our freedom as the children of God. So 
many of our social problems— family breakdowns, crime, 
poverty, drugs, Aids and abortion — are the result of people 
letting their appetites run wild and enslaving them in the 
process. When it comes to the temptations of our appetites Jesus 
says to Satan and to us, man cannot live for his physical 
appetites alone but only for the truth that comes from God. We 
are called to live for our spiritual appetite for love and the 
highest form of love is love for God.  
  In the second temptation Satan offers Jesus all worldly power. 
We of course can be bought for much less.  Maybe just a 
larger income, a bigger house and a few more material things. 
The devil doesn’t insist that we actually get down on our knees 
and pray to him. He just tempts us to accept his way of doing 
things, which is a way of worshiping him.  He suggests that just 
a few lies that will advance our interests. Perhaps subtly 
manipulating people around us or cheating a little at work or on 
our taxes. Then there is the constant temptation to criticize 
others so that we can feel better about ourselves. The devil 
doesn’t really ask us to do that much to get what we want. All 
we have to do is put our desires first even when they conflict 
with the ways of God. Again, we see by Jesus’ example that the 
response to this temptation is to remember that we live  for God 
and to give our worship to anyone else, including ourselves, is 
wrong.  
  The third temptation Jesus faced was to make a spectacle of 
Himself by jumping from the temple and being saved by the 
angels. It was the temptation to seek popularity. Had Jesus 
done this He would have been accepted instantly by thousands 
of people. Most of us aren’t looking for celebrity status. The 
admiration of our family, friends, neighbors and coworkers 
would be sufficient. And I’m sure that just about all of us can 
think of things we have done that were contrary to what the 
Lord asks of us, just so we would look good in the eyes of 
others. And to those temptations Jesus responds by reminding us 
that the love God has for us should never be tested by our desire 
to impress somebody else.    
  As our Lord’s own experience shows, there’s a war on between 
God and Satan and all of us are involved in the battle. When 
Satan tempts us with promises of pleasure, power and  
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popularity, our first defense against  these temptations is 
remembering who we are. Holding fast to our identity as the 
redeemed children of God our Father is the first step in 
preserving the spiritual freedom that Jesus has won for us. 
This is why regular personal prayer and our gathering to 
worship God together are so important. They help us to be 
aware of God's presence in our lives and of our identity as His 
children. And should we fall for these temptations the Lord has 
also given us the Sacrament of Confession so we can break the 
chains of sin the devil is trying to place on us. ` 
This Gospel passage ends by saying that after Jesus resisted him 
in the desert, Satan left Jesus “for a time.” Satan would be back 
again to tempt Him. It is a reminder that this side of heaven we 
will always have to fight against temptation. But when we 
remember who we are and rely on God’s grace to answer our 
needs, we will be able to walk in the spiritual freedom that 
Jesus has won for us. 
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*  
 CATHOLIC QUOTES  
...our lack of freedom stems from a lack of love. We judge 
ourselves to be the victims of difficult circumstances, when the 
real problem (and it’s solution) is within us. Our heart is 
imprisoned by our selfishness or fears, and it is we who need 
to change, to learn how to love...” 
From the book “Interior Freedom” Fr. Jacques Philippe. 
Copies of this wonderful book are available from our religious 
goods store for $10. 
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*  
 OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY ON 
“THE GOSPEL OF LUKE”  WILL BEGIN THIS 
WEEK.   This 12 session class will meet in the Notre 
Dame Center from 9:30 to 11 am beginning March 3rd.  
The cost of the book is $10.  You may sign up for the 
class in the church foyer, or by emailing Fr. Conley at 
rtconley@comcast.net of by calling the Rectory. 
COMING NEXT SATURDAY — MEN’s BIBLE 
STUDY.  A Bible Study for men will begin on Saturday 
morning, March 6th.  The group will meet from 7:30 to 
8:45am in the rectory basement and we will be using the 
eight session “Journey Through the Bible Series.” The 
cost of the materials is $20 and coffee & donuts will be 
served. For more information or to sign up contact Fr. 
Conley at rtconley@comcast.net (301-870-2220 ext 13) or 
Mitch Johnson at ravens16@comcast.net   
 
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*  
This week St. Mary’s recognizes Brinsfield-Echols 
Funeral Homes. Please support our bulletin advertising 
sponsors who support St. Mary’s bulletin. 
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*  
WHO KNOWS? 
We are seeking information about the statue of the 
Blessed Mother in the cemetery.  The base of the statue 
says it was dedicated on May 13, 1944.  That is the feast 
of Our Lady of Fatima.  However, there is no information 
as to whether an individual, a family or group was 
responsible for donating the statue.  If anyone knows 
anything about the statue, please contact Fr. Conley.  
Thank you. 

 
             *~* PARISH AND SCHOOL NEWS *  
             *<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>* 
Offertory Collection from Last Weekend: $10,122.01.  
Identifiable contributors using envelopes or checks were 
374 (approximately 27% of the parish) gave $9,555.05 
(94% of the total collection).  The unidentified loose 
collection was $566.96.   School Support collection was 
$190.00. 
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK: 
SUN:  8 am PARISHIONERS, 10am Emma Middleton, 
12 noon Mary M. Goldring MON:  Fr. Levester Jones 
TUES:  Frederick A. Durling WEDS:  Herbert & Joan 
Conley THURS:  Lawrence E. Butler FRI: 11:30 am 
Joshua Morast, 7 pm Robert G. Perry   SAT:  9 am James 
P. Estep, 4pm Virginia Burch 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS: 
Ellen Bowles, Will Byrne, Dan Escolopio, John A. Ford, 
Ryan Gilding, Mary Lou Gough, Bill Hardesty, Nick 
Hurysh, Marie Knobel, Melanie Lippert, Robby Pirhalla, 
Melanie Upright, Family of Brian & Julie Wilson, Devin 
Wilson, and pray for all the sick of the parish.  Please pray 
also for those serving in religious vocations. 
 
SHOPPING CARDS PROFIT THE PARISH ~ 
Last week parishioners earned $409.18 simply by buying 
Shopping Cards through St. Mary’s.  Thank you. 
 
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*  
DON’T FORGET The Social Concerns Committee is 
sponsoring the FLEA MARKET ~  on Saturday, March 
6th from 8am to 12 noon in the Parish Hall.  Donations of 
good condition are requested.  Call Mary Brannick (301) 
274-4507 for more information. 
CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS  – First Saturday, 6 March - 
Rosary at 8:30am for Peace, for the end of abortion, and 
for vocations to the Priesthood, Diaconate and 
Consecrated Life, followed by Mass at 9am.  Catholic 
Daughters Handmade Rosaries are available in the 
Religious Goods Store. 
 
ST. MARY’S SCHOOL  has an opening for a 4th grade 
teacher.  Applicants must have a Bachelor’s Degree & 
Certificate from the state of Maryland.  Teaching 
experience preferred.  Send your resume’, transcripts, & 
an employment application from the Archdiocese of 
Washington’s website: www.adw.org to St. Mary’s 
Bryantown School, 13575 Notre Dame Pl, Bryantown, 
Md. 20617, ATTN: Mrs. Sharon Caniglia. 
PARISHIONERS USING a 4 (four) digit envelope 
number, please contact the Rectory Office. 
 
OPEN HOUSE:  St. Mary’s Ryken, on Sunday, March 7th 
from 12:00 – 3 pm.  For more information: 
www.smrhs.org or contact the Admissions Office at (301) 
373-4183 
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~ BAPTISMS ~ 
Congratulations to Cori Jalisa Jackson and Tahniya 
Jazelle Wade.  They became children of God through the 
Sacrament of Baptism on February 14, 2010. 
  
 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING FOR LENT?  
On the Wednesdays of Lent, we will have a Holy Hour in 
the church from 7 to 8pm with Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament & Benediction and opportunities to go to 
Confession. On the Fridays of Lent we will have Stations 
of the Cross in the church at 2:30 with our school 
students. At 7pm on the Fridays of Lent we will have 
Mass followed by Stations of the Cross at 7:30pm. Come 
to these grace giving devotions. You will be glad you did. 


