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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Parishioners,

Lately some of the newspapers and magazines |
subscribe to have been their summer book lists. The idea
being that on leisurely summer vacation days we can all
get in that reading which we never quite manage to do at
other times in the year. Actually, it has occurred to me
more than once that if | subscribed to fewer newspapers
and magazine | could read more books. However, it’s too
hard for me to read a book and watch a baseball game at
the same time. I guess I haven’t yet mastered
“multitasking.” However, I do hope to get some extra
book reading in while I'm at the beach this week. One
book I’'m taking along is Bleak House by Charles Dickens.
Some say it’s his best work. With nearly nine hundred
pages it is certainly one of his longest. I may need two
weeks at the beach to finish it.

In addition to fiction, hopefully, there is a place on our
personal summer reading lists for spiritual reading.
Reading from the lives of the saints and other spiritual
masters can help us on our own journey with the Lord.
Over the next few weeks | will be using this space to share
with you some excerpts from a spiritual book | have read.
Besides, I'll be too busy reading on the beach to write a
column for next week’s bulletin.

One of my favorite spiritual writers is Romano Guardini.
Msgr. Guardini was a German priest who lived in the first
half of the twentieth century. The following excerpt is
from a book called The Living God. It was compiled from
a series of talks Msgr. Romano Guardini gave to his own
congregation. Although it was published nearly fifty years
ago, it deals with timeless truths and it still has much to
say to us today. I hope you find Msgr. Guardini’s
reflections helpful to your own spiritual life.

With my prayers,
Fr. Conley
*k*
“Providence” from The Living God
By Msgr. Romano Guardini

The idea of Providence constantly recurs in the New
Testament and expresses the essence of what Christ
brought to man. A number of Christ’s sayings refer to it:
the one about the sparrow not falling from the roof
without the Father’s knowledge; about the birds He feeds
and the flowers He clothes. We are exhorted not to worry
about food and drink; to pray for bread today and
tomorrow, entrusting the future to the Father’s hands.
Again and again the mystery of Providence is expressed in
the words “Your Father in heaven . . .

These sayings all imply that man’s whole life and
existence and everything that belongs to him is surrounded
by an infinite goodness. Nothing that happens is purely
accidental; the whole course of things is guided by a

loving concern for man’s welfare. We must not accept this
too glibly. When we look around the world it does not
seem that things really work out quite like that. Events go
on their relentless way — and how often they ignore the
individual and his happiness! Good men pine away and
are unable to exert their influence to the full: they might
have done so much good with their life-giving hands.
Creative men die before they have borne their fruit; others
prosper seemingly unjustly. The defenseless are violated.
Pure thoughts can find no scope for expression; precious
things are destroyed, but inferior, mediocre, vulgar things
thrive and flourish. The world sometimes appears to be
governed by senseless despotism and destructive chance.
Sometimes it is as though a malicious spirit were at work
destroying a thing of beauty just when it is on the point of
blossoming, or a rare destiny the moment it is about to be
fulfilled.

“Providence” means, however, that there is a seeing
Mind behind everything that happens and that | am the
object of its seeing. It means that provision is being made
for what is good for me. It means that there are eyes in
the world which see everything, from which nothing is
hidden that may injure or benefit me. It means that “not a
hair of my head shall fall” without being noticed and
assessed with regard to my welfare and salvation. It
means that there is significance in everything that happens
in the world, and a heart, a concern, and a power stronger
than all the powers of the world which is able to fulfill the
purposes of its care for man.

The idea of Providence is grounded on the whole
audacity of a living faith. To believe in Providence,
means to transform one’s whole conception of the
world. It ceases to be the world of natural science.
Providence means that everything in the world retains is
own nature and reality but serves a supreme purpose
which transcends the world: the loving purpose of God.

But this love of God for His creatures whom He has
made His children is alive like that of a human being for
his dear ones. The love of a father for his child pursues
him in all its developments, in all its fortunes, in all its
ever-changing activities and decisions. So too the love of
God for man is alive and ever new. And the whole world
is drawn into the orbit of God’s constant care for man. It
embraces the whole world, past and present, in every
passing moment of its existence and activity.

And so the world is renewed in every moment of time.
Every moment has only one existence. It has not existed
before and it will not come again. It springs from the
eternity of God’s love and takes all Being and all that is
and all that happens into itself for the sake of God’s
children. Everything that happens comes to me from
God, from His love. It calls me. It challenges me. It is
His will that | should live and act and grow in it and
become the person it is His will that | should be. And the
world is to be perfected into that which it can become only
through man — that is, through me.



Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Catholic Quotes
“Christianity is not just a book of culture or an
ideology, nor is it merely a system of values...
Christianity is a person, a presence, a face: Jesus,
who gives meaning and fullness to human life.”
Pope John Paul 11
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This week St. Mary’s recognizes First Choice Auto
Repair. Please support our bulletin advertising sponsors

who support St. Mary’s bulletin.
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*~* PARISH AND SCHOOL NEWS *~*
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Offertory Collection from Last Weekend: $7,703.74. Of
the 867 registered households in the parish we received
donations from 302 identifiable contributors (35% of the
parish) using envelopes or checks. Their average donation
was $25.51. The unidentified donations totaled $440.38.
We also received $345.00 for school support. We thank
you for your generosity.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:
Dottie Anderson, Janice Balenger, Bonnie S. Bartlett,
Hannah Burroughs, Hilda Butler, William “Dump” Butler,
Geno Cantor, Tiffany Cantor, Mary Lou Gough, Bernard
Hemming, Nick Hurysh, Warren Jameson, Regina
Kijesky, Bill Moffat, Robby Pirhalla, Lavenia Sweetney,
Melanie Upright, and pray for all the sick of the parish.
Please pray also for those serving in religious vocations.
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:

SUN: 8 am Cathy C. Mattingly, 10am Parishioners, 12
noon Arthur Strissel, Sr. MON: Susan E. Wathen TUES:
Arthur Strissel, Sr.  WEDS: Susan E. Wathen THURS:
Arthur Strissel, Sr. FRI: Susan E. Wathen SAT: 9 am
Jerry Albarado, 4 pm Shelby J. Quade

SHOPPING CARDS PROFIT THE PARISH - Last
week parishioners earned $331.00, simply by buying
Shopping Cards through St. Mary’s. Thank you for your
continued support.

THE 10TH ANNUAL DINNERFEST is fast
approaching. The first meeting will be held on Thursday,
July 22 at 7pm in the parish hall. Call Ellen Bowles 301-
472-4247 for more information.

SECOND COLLECTION — July 25, 2010 “Church in
Latin America” ~ addresses the challenges & strengthens
the faith by supporting evangelization, catechesis and
formation programs, & seminary formation, with a focus
on rural and remote areas of the region.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR -
St. Mary’s School is looking for an individual who can
handle a variety of tasks that support the school program.
This job position includes tracking and managing tuition
contracts, payments and working with the tuition
management company, seeking, writing and securing
grants, designing and writing ads and public relation
articles to promote the school; assisting with office reports
and deadlines and other duties as assigned. Interested
individuals must be able to work with a variety of
individuals and maintain confidentiality. Experience with
accounting is preferred. Interested individuals should
submit: a letter of interest, resume’, and Archdiocese of
Washington application to the school’s main office. For
further information, contact Sharon Caniglia, Principal at
(301) 843-3387.

BLESSED MOTHER STATUE MOVED! (Not by
itself of course.) Recently staff members and volunteers
safely moved our old statue of the Blessed Mother to a
new location near the Colored School Memorial. A few
years ago some parishioners volunteered to pay for
repairing the old statue. However, we could not find
anyone who could repair the hands so we decided to
replace the old statue with a new one with donors covering
the cost. The new statue will actually be painted blue and
white. Once concrete bases have been poured for each of
the statues they will each be erected in their proper places.
We thank our generous donors and everyone else for their
patience with this process.

STRUGGLING WITH YOUR MARRIAGE? Ifyou’re
considering separation or divorce, a Retrouvaille weekend
experience can help you. The weekend offers help for
couples who are struggling in their relationships. The
weekend will help you discover how listening,
forgiveness, communication, and the dialogue process are
powerful aids for building a loving & lasting relationship.
Additional info, go to www.retrouvaille.org or call 703-
351-7211.

BLUE CRABS and the Catholic Business Association,
presents a night at the Ball Park on July 23 starting at
7:05pm. Blue Crabs ~vs~ Long Island, fireworks and a
great game. Tickets are $10 each & must be purchased in
advance either - online at www.somdbluecrabs.com click
on fun-raisers and enter the code CBA, OR email your
requests to: chaofcharlescounty@gmail.com OR call Tom
Agostinelli at (240) 464-1438. Come and enjoy the fun.
“Take me out to the ballgame ...”

THE RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE WILL BE OPEN
on the first and third weekend in the month of July &
August, returning to a regular schedule in September.
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