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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Parishioners, 

   Our class “What We Believe and Why” which 

concludes this week continues to generate some good 

questions and discussions about our Faith. In our last 

session we began to consider what it means to live as a 

follower of Christ.  As Jesus tells us in our Gospel reading 

for this Sunday, if we want to be His followers and have 

eternal life, we must love the Lord with all our heart, 

mind, soul and strength and love our neighbors as we love 

ourselves. These are the two great commandments of love 

and if we rely on God’s grace and strive to keep them, we 

truly become followers of Christ. Thus, catholic moral 

teaching is not about following a bunch of rules. It’s about 

following a person. 

It’s about following Jesus Christ and doing our best to 

imitate Him. Catholic morality is about doing what Jesus 

would do in all of our thoughts, words and actions. 

  To aid us in knowing what the Lord wants us to do He 

has given every human person a conscience. Conscience is 

the ability we have to recognize the judgment of reason 

whereby we recognize the goodness or evil of a particular 

thought word or action. While God gives each of us a 

conscience he also expects us to form our consciences. For 

the followers of Jesus Christ the way we form our 

consciences is by learning what both the Bible and the 

teachings of the Church have to say about what is right 

and what is wrong. It is our faith as Catholics that the 

Bible is the inspired Word of God and that the Church, 

guided by the Holy Spirit continues to faithfully teach in 

the name of Jesus.  Therefore, when the Bible and the 

Church teach that certain ways of living or behaving are 

wrong then it is our duty to accept this teaching and act 

accordingly.  

As I mentioned in this column last week, as Catholics we 

regard the teachings of Jesus Christ as valid or the “norm” 

for all people at all times.  

   In one of the sessions I mentioned that if we take our 

faith seriously we are going to know what is right and 

wrong in just about every situation. However, there is one 

area that seems to confuse even faithful Catholics these 

days and that is end of life issues. You may recall that I 

wrote about this in a column last November. Since it is 

such an important issue, I’m reprinting some of that 

column here. 

  When it comes to prolonging life when is enough 

enough? This is a question that many people find 

themselves asking as a result of the advances in medical 

science in recent decades. Many are confused as to just 

how far we must go in preserving life. There are two 

fundamental teachings of our Catholic Faith that can help 

us answer these questions. First of all, we believe that God 

is the giver of all life and that each human life is sacred 

from the moment of conception until the moment of 

natural death. Therefore, no one has the right to take an 

innocent human life for any reason. Secondly, we believe 

in the promise of Jesus that each of us has been called to 

eternal life. Therefore, death is not the worst thing that can 

happen to us because, as St. Paul says, not even death can 

separate us from the love of Christ.  

   Bearing these two truths in mind, the Church teaches 

that we are not obligated to use every possible means to 

prolong our lives or the lives of our loved ones. In short, 

we are not obligated to use “extra-ordinary means” to 

prolong life. There can be situations when truly “enough is 

enough” and we must entrust ourselves or our loved ones 

to the Lord and His promise of eternal life. Practically 

speaking, this means we can decline complicated 

surgeries, chemotherapy, radiation and other such 

treatments when they offer no real hope of reversing a 

terminal condition. It also means that we are not obligated 

to stay on life support machines when there is little 

possibility  that we will recover from whatever it is that is 

preventing our hearts or lungs from functioning on their 

own.  

    “For I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave Me drink...” (Mt 25:35) However, 

refusing nutrition and hydration for ourselves or someone 

else under our care is not morally permissible. Why?  

Because providing food and water are normal forms of 

care not extraordinary forms of treatment.   Now there can 

be situations when death appears imminent when the 

administration of artificial nutrition and hydration 

becomes pointless because the person’s body can no 

longer assimilate them and it causes them discomfort. The 

question to be asked in these situations is “What is the 

person going to die from?”  If the person is going to die 

from a lack of water then it is not permissible to stop 

giving them hydration. However, if they’re going to die 

from the underlying condition before they become 

dehydrated, there’s no need to prolong food or water...    

   Apart from the immorality of deliberately depriving 

another human being the most basic forms of care, food 

and water, we should also be horrorified at the cruelty of 

it. While there are plenty of experts who will say that a 

person in such a state doesn’t feel any pain, how do they 

know that?  Again, apart from the immorality of it, I can’t 

imagine subjecting another person let alone a loved one to 

such an ordeal if there was the remotest possibility that 

they could feel the pain involved in death by dehydration 

& starvation.  Family members don’t do to each other no 

matter how disabled a person may be.                                               
With my prayers, 

Fr. Conley 
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This week St. Mary’s recognizes Gateway Florist, Inc. 

Please support our bulletin advertising sponsors who 

support St. Mary’s bulletin. 
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 CATHOLIC QUOTES 

   “Every one who comes to Me and hears My words and 

does them, I will show you what he is like: he is like a man 

building a house, who dug deep, and laid the foundation 

upon rock; and when  flood arose, the stream broke 

against that house, and could not shake it, because it had  

been well built. But he who hears and does not do them is 

like a man who built a house on the ground without a 

foundation; against which the stream broke, and 

immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great."                   

Jesus Christ, the Gospel of St. Luke 7:47-49 
 

*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>* 

 

ARE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 

SEEKING FULL COMMUNION? 
If someone you know or you are interested in being 

received into the Catholic Church or in completing 

the Sacraments of Initiation by being Confirmed,  

please contact Fr. Conley or Sue Wolfe. Classes will 

begin in September. 

 
 

            *~* PARISH AND SCHOOL NEWS *~* 

             *<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>* 

 

Offertory Collection from Last Weekend: $9,106.82.  Of 

the 867 registered households in the parish we received 

donations from 285 identifiable contributors (33% of the 

parish) using envelopes or checks.  Their average donation 

was $31.96.  The unidentified donations totaled $599.00.  

We also received $992.00 for school support.  We thank 

you for your generosity. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS: 

Dottie Anderson, Bonnie S. Bartlett, Hannah Burroughs, 

Hilda Butler, William “Dump” Butler, Mary Lou Gough, 

Bernard Hemming, Nick Hurysh, Warren Jameson, 

Regina Kijesky, Bill Moffat, Robby Pirhalla, Lavenia 

Sweetney, Melanie Upright, and pray for all the sick of the 

parish.  Please pray also for those serving in religious 

vocations. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK: 

SUN:  8 am Ethel Farmer, 10am Parishioners, 12 noon 

Susan E. Wathen MON:  Joseph Underwood TUES: 

Arthur Strissel, Sr.   WEDS: Arthur Strissel, Sr. THURS:  

Ron Reeves  FRI: Arthur Strissel, Sr.   SAT:  9 am Susan 

E. Wathen, 4 pm Helen Mauro 

 

THE 10TH ANNUAL DINNERFEST is fast 

approaching.  The first meeting will be held on Thursday, 

July 22 at 7pm in the parish hall.  The meeting will begin 

to form the needed committees and to make plans.  

Anyone and everyone wishing to volunteer, please plan to 

attend.  Call Ellen Bowles 301-472-4247 for more 

information.  

ON LINE BANKING WORKS FOR US! 

You no longer have to remember to bring your envelopes 

to church.  Many people find paying their bills on-line to 

be much more convenient than writing checks and mailing 

them.  You may find it’s also easier for you to make your 

contributions to the parish this way.  We have checked 

with a number of local banks and most of them will allow 

you to make your contributions to the parish utilizing on 

line banking.  Simply add St. Mary’s Church to your list 

of monthly payments of your financial obligations on your 

PC.  Your bank will then send your check to us in the 

amount you have determined on the day assigned by you.  

Making your contributions on-line allows you to continue 

your support of the parish even when travel, illness or 

snow prevents you from coming to Mass at St. Mary’s.  it 

you’re currently using church envelopes use your 

envelope number as the account number or have it listed 

on the reference line of the check.  Then let us know that 

we no longer have to mail you envelopes.  As for second 

collections, we can provide you a list of those that are in 

addition to the one we have to support our school on the 

first Sunday of each month.  If you have any questions, 

please call our Parish bookkeeper, Lisa Shumaker at 301-

870-2220 ext 5.  Thank you for your support of your 

parish.! 

 

RESTORE THE FAMILY TO CHRIST 

through the Immaculate Heart of Mary by praying the 

Rosary daily.  Join the Universal Living Rosary 

Association at PO Box 1301, Dickinson, TX 77539 or 

visit their website at www.philomena.org Join Our Lady’s 

Worldwide Army Today! 

ST. MARY’S CEMETERY ~ Items other than flowers at 

the gravesites will be removed on July 12.  Please take a 

minute to remove the momentums.  Thank you. 

THE RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE WILL BE OPEN 

on the first and third weekend in the month of July and 

August, returning to a regular schedule in September. 

 

THE CATHERINE FOUNDATION pregnancy care 

center is now accepting applications for the position of 

Executive Assistant.  The Executive Assistant is 

responsible for assisting the Executive Director with day-

to-day operations of the center including, but not limited 

to mailings, fundraisers, and CFPCC programs.  This is a 

part-time position averaging 24 hours a week.  Anyone 

interested please contact Kelley Jennings at (301) 870-

4912 ext 16 for an application. 

 

STRUGGLING WITH YOUR MARRIAGE?  If you’re 

considering separation or divorce, a Retrouvaille weekend 

experience can help you.  The weekend offers help for 

couples who are struggling in their relationships.  The 

weekend will help you discover how listening, 

forgiveness, communication, and the dialogue process are 

powerful aids for building a loving & lasting relationship.  

Additional info, go to www.retrouvaille.org or call 703-

351-7211. 

http://www.philomena.org/
http://www.retrouvaille.org/

