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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Parishioners, 

     True confession time.  I am not a very patient man.  There always seems so much to do and so little time to get it done.  As a consequence, I hate waiting for things to happen.  The good side of this flaw is that I get a lot done.  It also helps me to be punctual since I try to do unto others – be on time – what I want them to do for me.  The bad side of impatience is described very well in the following passage from Msgr. Guardini.  I pray that my own impatience with events doesn’t carry over to impatience with the weaknesses of others.  The Lord knows that He sure is patient with me.
With my prayers,

Fr. Conley

***************************************************

from The Living God by

Msgr. Romano Guardini
“The Patience of God”
          The mystery of the divine patience is very deep.  What does it mean?  To answer that question we must first ask what it is that He is patient with.  The reply is that He is patient with the creation.  With us men as part of creation.  And with me as a man among men: that is the true answer.

     When we were children, our mother may have given us a potted plant.  When the buds came, we could not wait for them to open by themselves.  We tried to force them.  We took away the outer petals to try to make the buds open more quickly.  The result was that they withered and died.  That is man’s way with life.  His time is running out.  He wants things to happen quickly.  But God has time.  He is above all time.  He is eternal.  God can therefore wait until time is ripe – the He has appointed.  Man wants everything straight away; God knows that one thing can only come after the other.

Wisdom is knowledge of the time that belongs to things.  Some people never learn it.  Some learn it very late.  Hardly anyone learns it completely, since man is involved in disorder and disorder gives rise to impatience.  Man wants things to suit his own convenience, and then they are spoiled.  In the world which God has created there are human beings, and in this human world there is freedom.  But this freedom is in the hands of a being that can err.  Freedom can therefore degenerate into evil and folly.  This has happened.  Man has sinned.  Among the first acts of man were disobedience, rebellion, impatience.  He wanted to be like God.  He had been created in the 
image of God and was intended for a life of fellowship with God, “to share in the divine nature.”  In the fullness of time he would have been “like God,” after a period of probation and through divine Grace.  But he wanted to be like God straight away and through his own efforts and in his own right.  So he lost what he was already and fell below his own proper level.  The result is the existence of the sin in the world which destroys the work of God.

     The meaning of God’s patience is fully revealed only when He is seen to be using it with man.  He has never allowed man to escape from His love for a single moment.  He has held him fast.
     Let us, however, come to the real point.  We have been speaking all the time about “the” world, about man in general.  But God’s patience is His patience with me.  And I to some extent am able to judge what that means.  I can judge because I know how difficult it is to be patient with myself.  It nearly drives me mad having to bear with myself.  Doctors say that it can make man ill and that many mental diseases are caused because man comes to the point where he cannot endure himself any longer and tries to escape from himself by feigning another personality.  Often the disease goes even further.  It can lead to physical suffering – a curious expiation which man accepts because he cannot overcome the spiritual trouble.  Unless we delude ourselves, or have succeeded in reconciling ourselves to our own paltry and petty world, we all know this kind of suffering even though it may not have actually made us ill, and anyway, where is the border line between health and sickness?  We all know the misery, the bitter sterility, when day after day and year after year passes and things never change.  One tries for so long to overcome this situation but it refuses to yield.  One appears to have overcome it for a time perhaps and then it suddenly returns.  And sometimes it seems as though after wearing oneself out trying to overcome it, seven demons have taken the place of the original one.

     If God’s attitude to us is the same as our own attitude to ourselves, then the outlook is black indeed.  If God takes as poor a view of me as I do myself, if God does not bear with my bungling, my dishonesty, my constant failures with greater patience than I do myself, then I am bound to give up in despair.  But God is love.  And in Him my nature is truer than in myself.  In me it is corrupt; in Him it is pure.  In His most holy patience He holds in His love my nature which I myself disfigure so terribly and squander so thoughtlessly.  From this loving patience He sees and bears me.  He has infinite confidence in me.  He believes that I am capable of making progress.

*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>* <>*
This week St. Mary’s recognizes Korner Liquors. Please support our bulletin advertising sponsors who support St. Mary’s bulletin.
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
            *~* PARISH AND SCHOOL NEWS *~*

            *<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
Offertory Collection from Last Weekend: $8,931.47.  Of the 867 registered households in the parish we received donations from 306 identifiable contributors (36% of the parish) using envelopes or checks.  Their average donation was $29.19.  The unidentified donations totaled $380.58.  We also received $1273.75 for school support.  We thank you for your generosity.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:

Dottie Anderson, Janice Balenger, Bonnie S. Bartlett, Hannah Burroughs, Hilda Butler, William “Dump” Butler, Mary Lou Gough, Nick Hurysh, Warren Jameson, Regina Kijesky, John Langley, Robby Pirhalla, Lee Russell, Sonny Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Sr., Lavenia Sweetney, Melanie Upright, Davisha Wade, and pray for all the sick of the parish.  Please pray also for those serving in religious vocations.
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:
SUN:  8 am Louis Edelen, 10am Scott Boteler, 12 noon Parishioners AND Mildred Costello MON:  Joseph Elvin Bowling TUES: Luchez Reed   WEDS: Theresa Kolar THURS:  Susan E. Wathen  FRI: Paul Therres   SAT:  9 am Susan E. Wathen, 4 pm William & Christine Clements (Remebrance)
*~*
 *~*

REST IN PEACE ~ Luchez Patricia Reed
Those who follow God will find eternal life.  

May the grace and love of God comfort all during this sorrowful time.
*~*
 *~* 
*~*
*~*
*~*
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SECOND COLLECTION – August 15, Catholic Communication Campaign, which supports important Catholic media projects in your diocese, throughout the U.S. and all over the world.  Please give generously.
SHOPPING CARDS PROFIT THE PARISH – Last week parishioners earned $159.60, simply by buying Shopping Cards through St. Mary’s.  Thank you for your continued support.
THE RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE WILL BE OPEN on the first and third weekend in the month of July & August, returning to a regular schedule in September.
ALTAR FLOWERS for this week were donated by Mary Ann Montgomery and Mae Bean in memory of Gertrude Goldsmith.
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BAPTISMS ~
John Ashton Fort, Jr. became a child of God through the sacrament of Baptism on July 31, 2010.  Congratulations.
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
SOUTHERN MD Liturgical Musicians Meeting – Friday, August 13, 7-9pm at the home of Ann Duchesne on Breton Bay in the Leonardtown area of St. Mary’s county.  This meeting is open to all Catholic parish music directors and liturgical musicians.  RSVP to Ann (301) 475-6915 by Monday, August 9 for directions & reserve your place.

MONDAY, AUG. 16 – LEDO’S – Charlotte Hall, all day lunch or dinner, dine in or carry out from 11am to 9pm.  Please come to support the St. Mary’s Notre Dame Alumni Association!  A percentage of the sales for that day help the SMNDAA.  Thanks for your support.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR – St. Mary’s School is advertising to fill a current position that will be vacated in August.  This position includes tracking and managing tuition contracts, working with the tuition management company, seeking grants, public relationship skills and assisting with duties in the main office.  Experience with accounting is preferred.  Interested individuals should submit: a letter of interest, and resume’ to the school’s main office.  For further information, contact Sharon Caniglia, Principal at (301) 843-3387.  St. Mary’s school and parish would like to extend a “thank you” to Pam Murphy who has handled this position for the last several years, and we wish her success in her future endeavors.
STRUGGLING WITH YOUR MARRIAGE?  If you’re considering separation or divorce, a Retrouvaille weekend experience can help you.  The weekend offers help for couples who are struggling in their relationships.  The weekend will help you discover how listening, forgiveness, communication, and the dialogue process are powerful aids for building a loving & lasting relationship.  Additional info, go to www.retrouvaille.org or call 703-351-7211.
A HUGE CONGRATULATIONS to Mary Sutphin who was our July Shopping Card Raffle Winner!
THE CATHERINE FOUNDATION pregnancy care center is now accepting applications for the position of Executive Assistant. Anyone interested please contact Kelley Jennings at (301) 870-4912 ext 16 for an application.
  The Executive Assistant is responsible for assisting the Executive Director with day-to-day operations of the center including, but not limited to mailings, fundraisers, and CFCPCC programs.  This is a part-time position averaging 24 hours a week.  Anyone interested please contact Kelley Jennings at (301) 870-4912 ext 16 for an application.

ANGEL’S WATCH SHELTER for Women and Children in Hughesville is in need of a little help with their lawn care.  If you need community service hours for school, this might be the job for you.  We have a few areas that would need to weed wacked around the playground and building.  Also, if you are a licensed daycare provider and can donate a few hours a month, please call Kathy Clark (301) 274-0880 or you can email Kathy at: Kathy.Clark@catholiccharitiesdc.org 
