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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Parishioners,

    Today the Church celebrates the Solemn Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven. The significance of this feast is very nicely summarized in the Preface to the Eucharistic prayer that we use today.





   The first part of the prayer states: “Today the Virgin Mother was taken up into heaven to be the beginning and the pattern of the Church in its perfection”

   The prayer is telling us that Mary is the model of what the Church, that is, you and I, are called to be. Mary is the model because she had a perfect trust that the Lord’s words to her would be fulfilled. Mary accepted the Lord’s will without hesitation and now she is glorified in heaven. Because of her faith, Mary shares in Christ’s victory over death just as we will share in His resurrection if we too are faithful to God’s will in our lives.

   The prayer then says that Mary “is a sign of hope and comfort to God’s people on their pilgrim way.”  
  The Christian life is a journey with Jesus home to the Father in heaven. Mary was the first to make this journey with Jesus and she is a sign of hope for us. As she made the journey, Mary knew all the hardships and sorrows that we know. As a poor young woman, she knew what it means to do without. As a young mother she experienced exile from her home and as a wife she endured the death of her husband, Joseph. 

   And then she had to let her only Son go from her. How hard it must have been for Mary to follow Jesus at a distance during the years of His public ministry. Mary had to stay always in the background because she knew all along that Jesus could not belong only to her—that He must be about His Father’s business. 

     But how hard it must have been to give her Son to the world. Mary’s share in the passion of Christ began on the day Jesus left home. Then, only at Calvary, after the world had done its worst to Him, is Jesus given back to her. When Jesus is taken down from the cross Mary holds her Son once again, only now, the child in her arms, the fruit of her womb, her lovely boy, is brutally battered and dead. 

   Yet, through this heart-piercing suffering, Mary still believed that the Lord’s promises would be fulfilled. And because Mary still believed, all ages call her blessed. By her faithfulness Mary has become a sign of hope and a comfort for each of us as we follow Jesus through the cross, home to the Father.

  The last part of the prayer says “You would not allow decay to touch her body, for she had given birth to Your Son, the Lord of all life in the glory of the Incarnation.”
  At the end of her earthly life Mary, like her Son, knew no corruption and she was taken body & soul into heaven. After all, it is only fitting that the immaculate mother, who was conceived without the inheritance of original sin, should also be preserved from its consequences. And in this great mystery, the assumption of Mary’s body into heaven, we see once again that important Christian truth that our bodies are good and the created world is beautiful because it was made by God. It is only our sinfulness that corrupts the beauty of our created nature. In the Assumption of Mary we see what happens to a perfect temple of the Holy Spirit and we are reminded of the reverence that is due each human body.
   So, on this feast of the Assumption we honor Mary because she is honored through all eternity by God the Father for being the Mother of His Son. On this feast we see Mary as the model of faith the Church is called to follow, we look to her as a sign of hope in the midst of our sorrows, and we see in her heavenly glorification that the Lord’s promise of eternal life for His faithful ones is indeed fulfilled.

Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
With my prayers,

Fr. Conley


STAND UP FOR THE FAITH
Each year local churches are represented at the Charles County Fair. We are being asked to join the other Catholic parishes in the County in staffing the “Catholic Information Booth” at the Fair. We need volunteers from our parish to sign up for this important effort. You don’t have to be an expert! We are simply looking for people willing to greet people who come to the booth. The County Fair begins on Thursday, September 16th and runs through Sunday, September 19th. Please contact Fr. Conley if you are willing to give a couple hours to this effort.
CATHOLIC QUOTES

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. This I command you, to love one another.
John 15:16-17
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>* <>*
This week St. Mary’s recognizes Raymond Funeral Services, P.A. Please support our bulletin advertising sponsors who support St. Mary’s bulletin.
            *~* PARISH AND SCHOOL NEWS *~*

            *<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
Offertory Collection from Last Weekend: $8,393.70.  Of the 867 registered households in the parish we received donations from 293 identifiable contributors (34% of the parish) using envelopes or checks.  Their average donation was $28.65.  The unidentified donations totaled $494.70.  We also received $236.00 for school support.  We thank you for your generosity.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:

Janice Balenger, Hannah Burroughs, Hilda Butler, Mary Lou Gough, Nick Hurysh, Regina Kijesky, John Langley, Robby Pirhalla, Lee Russell, Sonny Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Sr., Lavenia Sweetney, Melanie Upright, Davisha Wade, and pray for all the sick of the parish.  Please pray also for those serving in religious vocations.
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:
SUN:  8 am Roy Goldsmith, 10am Debbie Cantor, 12 noon Parishioners MON:  Felicia Frender TUES: James Frender  WEDS: Lawrence Butler THURS:  Susan E. Wathen  FRI: Susan E. Wathen   SAT:  9 am Stasia Poniatowski, 4 pm Lee Russell 
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REST IN PEACE ~

Give Molly Josephine Owens and William “Dump” Butler eternal rest, O Lord, and may perpetual light shine upon them forever.
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SHOPPING CARDS PROFIT THE PARISH – Last week parishioners earned $293.25, simply by buying Shopping Cards through St. Mary’s.  Thank you for your continued support.
THE RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE WILL BE OPEN on the first and third weekend in this month, returning to a regular schedule in September.
REMINDER ~ Help support St. Mary’s Notre Dame Alumni Association: MONDAY, AUG. 16 – LEDO’S – A flier is in the bulletin with information.
BACK TO SCHOOL PARISH PICNIC & 95 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF ST. MARY’S SCHOOL will be held on Sat., Sept. 11 at 5pm.  Bring a dish to share and lawn chairs to relax & enjoy the celebration.  Meats & drinks will be provided.  Come visit and enjoy reminiscing through pictures, yearbooks and other items that represent 95 years of Catholic education.  Invite all alumni to join us for this very special occasion.
COMMUNITY YARD SALE:  Clean out your garage, attics, basements, and closets to donate to St. Mary’s School for the “Fall Yard Sale”, or buy your own table at $20 each.  Sign up now to reserve your spot on Sat. Sept. 25 – rain or shine – held in the Parish Hall.  Your junk could be someone else’s treasure.  Contact the school office (301) 932-6883 to reserve a table or drop off your items.
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BAPTISMS ~
Congratulations to Madisyn Olyvia Krauss and Khamari Kejhon Smith became children of God through the sacrament of Baptism on August 8, 2010.  
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
PROJECT RACHEL MINISTRY - Upset because summer reminds you of your abortion?  You are not alone.  Share with others who understand.  You just don’t feel forgiven?  Feelings of guilt, shame, regret, sadness, and anxiety return?  Project Rachel Ministry can help: referrals to Priests, Deacons, and Professional Counselors as well as support groups.  Contact Julia Shelava (301)853-4565.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR – St. Mary’s School is advertising to fill a current position that will be vacated in August.  This position includes tracking and managing tuition contracts, working with the tuition management company, seeking grants, public relationship skills and assisting with duties in the main office.  Experience with accounting is preferred.  Interested individuals should submit: a letter of interest, and resume’ to the school’s main office.  For further information, contact Sharon Caniglia, Principal at (301) 843-3387.  
LEAVE A LEGACY – Your Church has been there for you throughout your lifetime; you can be there for your Church’s future.  Leaving a bequest in your will to the Church, your parish, or school allows you to leave your legacy to an institution that has meant so much to you and thousands of others.  Bequests permit you to make a gift without any loss of comfort or security during your lifetime, while allowing you to take advantage of estate tax savings.  To request more information from the Planned Giving Office, please call Edward J. D’Antoni at 301 853-4573 or email: dantonie@adw.org. 

