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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Parishioners,

    I hate to be a pessimist, but the recent judicial decision overturning the ban on “same-sex marriage” in California seems to point to the inevitability of legalized homosexual marriage throughout the country. 

      Defenders of traditional marriage have denounced the judge’s decree as violation of the rights of  California voters who voted in 2008 not to allow “same-sex marriage.”  While I certainly sympathize with this view, it is also true that just because a majority of voters support certain laws, that doesn’t automatically make those laws moral. At times in our nation’s history voting majorities supported both slavery and segregation. In our own time, voting majorities have supported the legalized killing of children in the womb as well as the elderly and disabled through so-called “assisted suicide.” The fact that a majority of voters still oppose “gay marriage” says that most people at some level still understand the sacredness of marriage between a man and a woman. However, if the argument for defending traditional marriage is to be persuasive we will have to stand on something stronger than simply saying “the majority rules.” We will need to convince judges as well as the majority of voters that the institution of traditional marriage deserves special protection. And this is where we are losing the battle. 

  This past Spring the media marked the 50th anniversary of the production of the contraceptive “Pill”.  Well along with all the other supposed “benefits” the Pill has brought us, we will soon be able to add “same sex marriage.” The nearly universal acceptance of the Pill and other contraceptive practices has led to a complete breakdown in our understanding of what sex and marriage are all about.  Contraception severs the natural connection between sex and procreation. Contraception has also made procreation  merely an optional part of marriage instead of one of the institution’s main purposes. 

   Fifty years ago it was generally accepted that sexual activity was reserved for heterosexual couples to enjoy within the institution of marriage. This wonderful gift was reserved for married couples to enjoy because it also carried with it the responsibilities involved in having and raising children. Not so in our “post-Pill” world. Sex is no longer about making babies if we don’t want it to be. According to our current cultural “values,” sex is just sex and it doesn’t matter who you have it with or why.  The majority of American’s now believe that having sex outside of marriage is acceptable.  And just as sex is no longer connected to having children, having children is no longer connected to marriage. In some communities more than half the children are born to single mothers and both mom and the kids pay a terrible for price for this form of “progress. Some couples choose to have a childless marriage, which from a Catholic perspective makes these marriages invalid. Other people choose to have children without marriage. And still other people are choosing to have children without sex. 

     Confused? Of course you are. We all are! It used to be so simple. Even apart from what God has revealed through Scripture, men and women have understood that there is a natural complementarity between the sexes that shows itself in how our bodies are made. This complementarity when expressed physically naturally brought forth children and those children needed their fathers and mothers around to raise them. Thus, because the bonds of matrimony are essential to raising children,  married couples were given a privileged status under our civil laws. However, after fifty years of the Pill and the “sexual revolution” it precipitated, what used to be understood as the natural order of things, “the birds and the bees,” can no longer be taken for granted. If marriage is no longer about a man and a woman committing themselves to each other, having children and providing for the needs of their children, people will redefine marriage any way they please.  According to the logic of recent court decisions, which state that restricting marriage to heterosexuals is discrimination against gays, there is really no reason why marriage should be restricted to just two people. After all, if restricting marriage licenses to heterosexual couples is “discrimination” against gay “couples,” then restricting marriage to couples must be discrimination against trios, foursomes and any other configuration people wish to maintain. I’m surprised the polygamists have not already come forward to make the case for their multiple partner “marriages.”

     So, given all that has transpired these past fifty years, and how far we have fallen away from what God’s plan and common sense tell us about marriage and family life, I don’t see how the legalization of “gay marriage” can be stopped.  Some say “what does it matter? It doesn’t effect us.” Actually, it will effect all of us. Once “gay marriage” is accepted as a civil right it will be taught in our schools as being equivalent to heterosexual marriage. And you better not say anything against it or you may be accused of a “hate crime.” Just recently, a teacher at the University of Illinois who teaches an approved class on Catholicism, was fired simply for saying that the Church considers homosexual activity to be immoral. The “gay rights’ movement is no longer content with “toleration” they demand our approval and will stop at nothing to get it.  

        Still, the Church has been here before. Although the Roman Empire at the time of Christ was not so perverse as to institute “same sex marriage,” homosexual behavior, as well as other forms of immorality, including the killing unwanted children were widely accepted. One of the things that led many at that time to convert to Christianity was admiration for the moral lives of the followers of Christ who refused to accept pagan “morality” even though it was legal. As the laws protecting Christian practices are gradually struck down, we will once again be left to defend our beliefs simply by the lives we live. Perhaps if we had been doing this all along we wouldn’t even be discussing “same sex marriage.”
With my prayers,

Fr. Conley
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STAND UP FOR THE FAITH
Each year local churches are represented at the Charles County Fair. We are being asked to join the other Catholic parishes in the County in staffing the “Catholic Information Booth” at the Fair. We need volunteers from our parish to sign up for this important effort. You don’t have to be an expert! We are simply looking for people willing to greet people who come to the booth. The County Fair begins on Thursday, September 16th and runs through Sunday, September 19th. Please contact Fr. Conley if you are willing to give a couple hours to this effort.
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This week St. Mary’s recognizes Freedom Office Products. Please support our bulletin advertising sponsors who support St. Mary’s bulletin.
            *~* PARISH AND SCHOOL NEWS *~*

            *<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
Offertory Collection from Last Weekend: $7,488.65.  Of the 867 registered households in the parish we received donations from 263 identifiable contributors (31% of the parish) using envelopes or checks.  Their average donation was $28.48.  The unidentified donations totaled $532.65.  We also received $35.00 for school support.  We thank you for your generosity.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:

Janice Balenger, Ruth Booth, Hannah Burroughs, Hilda Butler, Charles Carrington, Barbara Gheen, Mary Lou Gough, Nick Hurysh, Regina Kijesky, John Langley, Robby Pirhalla, Lee Russell, Sonny Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Sr., Deacon Scott Stuart, Lavenia Sweetney, Melanie Upright, Davisha Wade, and pray for all the sick of the parish.  Please pray also for those serving in religious vocations.
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:
SUN:  8 am Roy Goldsmith, 10am Debbie Cantor, 12 noon Parishioners MON:  Felicia Frender TUES: James Frender  WEDS: Lawrence Butler THURS:  Susan E. Wathen  FRI: Susan E. Wathen   SAT:  9 am Stasia Poniatowski, 4 pm Lee Russell 
SHOPPING CARDS PROFIT THE PARISH – Last week parishioners earned $132.41, simply by buying Shopping Cards through St. Mary’s.  Thank you for your continued support.
THE RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE WILL BE OPEN on the first and third weekend in this month, returning to a regular schedule in September.
Our Religious Goods Store Now Has Some Great CDs about the Faith & Family Life for only $3.00 Listen to them in your car as you commute to work or school. Currently we have the following titles:  

Becoming The-Best-Version of Yourself by Matthew Kelly; Things to Do in the Midst of Suffering by Jeff Cavins; 4 For Better Forever: A Catholic Guide To Lifelong Marriage by  Dr. Gregory Popcak and Lisa Popcak; How to Bring Fallen Away Catholics Back by  Dr. Scott Hahn; Making Sense Out of Suffering by Dr. Scott Hahn;  The Truth by Fr. Larry Richards;  Counting Your Blessings by Dr. Scott Hahn; Anger and Forgiveness by Deacon Dr. Bob McDonald and  How To Keep Your Kids Catholic by Ken Hensley. When you have heard them you can pass them along to family and friends.
BACK TO SCHOOL PARISH PICNIC & 95 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF ST. MARY’S SCHOOL will be held on Sat., Sept. 11 at 5pm.  Bring a dish to share and lawn chairs to relax & enjoy the celebration.  Meats & drinks will be provided.  Come visit and enjoy reminiscing through pictures, yearbooks and other items that represent 95 years of Catholic education.  Invite all alumni to join us for this very special occasion.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!  If you miss this event, you will regret it.  The Welcoming Committee will be hosting a Continental Breakfast/Coffee Social on September 12 after the 8 & 10 am Masses.  All are invited to attend.  So, join us as we fellowship with our new and our longtime parishioners.  Oh, also enjoy the tasty treats.
COMMUNITY YARD SALE:  Clean out your garage, attics, basements, and closets to donate to St. Mary’s School for the “Fall Yard Sale”, or buy your own table at $20 each.  Sign up now to reserve your spot on Sat. Sept. 25 – rain or shine – held in the Parish Hall.  Your junk could be someone else’s treasure.  Contact the school office (301) 932-6883 to reserve a table or drop off your items.
CATHERINE FOUNDATION of Waldorf, Md. extends a THANK YOU for collecting over $2000.00 from the Spring Baby Bottle Boomerang that ran from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day, 2010.
99% Effective & 100% Natural YOUR BODY KNOWS~SO CAN YOU.  For Engaged and Married Couples.  There will be a two session course on Natural Family Planning offered here.  The first class will be on Saturday, September 18 from 10am-12:30pm with a follow-up class on Saturday, December 18 from 10-11:30am.  In between these classes, couples will have two private consultations by phone with the NFP instructor.  The classes will be held in the Notre Dame Center & the cost is $100/couple.  Please call Kathleen at the rectory office by September 10 to register 301 870 2220.  This is not your grandmother’s “rhythm method.”
