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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Parishioners,

    This week is “back-to-school week” for most of our school children. While the opening of a new school year is always a time of renewed enthusiasm, we at St. Mary’s have a special reason to celebrate this year. This year, on September 20th to be exact, our school will be 95 years old. 

   The most recent history of our parish, Common Bond, relying on earlier histories, recalls that our parish school was founded under the leadership of Father Patrick Conroy. “‘Backed by the generosity of his parishioners and his friends, he, in a few years, erected two splendid school buildings, one for the white children of his parish and then other for the colored children.’” When the schools opened in September of 1915 under the administration of the School Sisters of Notre Dame there were 104 children in the “white” school and 96 children in the “Colored School.”  The racially segregated schooling reflected the unfortunate prejudices of the time. However, the commitment of Fr. Conroy and the Sisters of Notre Dame to providing some opportunity for education for African Americans placed Bryantown far in advance of most other communities in the nation. The segregated schooling would last fifty years. However, even if the education was separate and not equal, the alumni of St. Mary’s Colored School that I have met are noticeably proud of what they received from the Sisters.  

   There have been other changes here in the past 95 years. Sadly, both the Sisters and Notre Dame High School are gone. But our commitment to providing a sound Catholic education for the children of our parish remains strong. We will open the year with an enrollment of 226 students. From what I can gather, that’s about the average enrollment for the school over the course of the years. And, as in 1915 and ‘45 and ‘75, we will be relying on the generosity of our parishioners to help meet the budget of the school. Here is nothing new about this. It’s what we American Catholics do.

   Many American Catholics do not know the history of the Catholic school system in this country and what a great success story it has been. In the early 1800s elementary schools began to be organized at the community level throughout the United States funded by local taxes. These public schools also taught children their religion.  In areas where most children were Catholics the bishops asked the schools to allow them to learn about their Catholic faith.  Since anti-Catholicism was very strong at that time, these requests were denied. Believing that any true education must lead to God, Catholics resolved to establish their own schools even if they must pay for them without public funds.  Before long, because they believed that learning about the Gospel of Jesus Christ was essential to any education, Catholics in America had built the largest non-government controlled school system in the world. And many, many people made sacrifices so that their children could go to a school where they could learn lessons not just about science, or math or English, but also about God and His love for us. Which of course is the most important lesson of all. 

   Our school is part of this massive, heroic effort to provide the children of this community with a Catholic education. Many people, lay people, sisters and priests, sacrificed their time, energy and resources so that this school would be here for our children to attend. Without the efforts of these men and women who have gone before us, the school would not be here. Our forbears believed in schools which taught not simply the words of men, but more importantly, the word of God. This same vision is shared by the current faculty and staff.

   Continuing the legacy of our school does require sacrifice on the part of our whole parish community. But this is true of all our religious education efforts, whether it’s the school, our religious education for public school students (CCD) or the RCIA program for adults. In the fiscal year that ended on June 30, 2010, the subsidy to the school of $117,155 was almost 17% of the total income of the parish, while the $69,000 spent on our CCD and RCIA programs was almost 10% of our income. However, these are reasonable levels of support because, as I said before, educating people, both children and adults in the Catholic faith is what we do.      

  Because we are one parish, and all in this together, I hope that as many of you as possible will come to the Parish Picnic on Saturday, September 11th at 5pm as we celebrate 95 years of Catholic education here in Bryantown. (Please see the notice on the next page for details about the picnic.)

  Of course, our most important celebration of our Catholic faith with our school children is when we offer the Mass. I am pleased to announce beginning this coming Friday, September 3, which is also first Friday, we will have Mass for our students every Friday at 9:30am. All of our parishioners are invited to attend these Masses as well.  

   Finally, I ask that everyone help us to offset the funds we need to spend on our school, CCD and RCIA programs by supporting our on going fund raisers. The first is our Shopping Card program. When you use Shopping Cards purchased from St. Mary’s the whole parish benefits at no cost to you!  Our other on going fund raiser is new. We are having a “Six Month Raffle” and you are asked to buy a $25 ticket. There is a flier in this week’s bulletin explaining the raffle. Through efforts like these our parish can continue the commitment to Catholic education in all it’s forms that has characterized this community for 95 years. 



With my prayers,

                               Fr. Conley

This week St. Mary’s recognizes Arba Graphics. Please support our bulletin advertising sponsors who support St. Mary’s bulletin.
            *~* PARISH AND SCHOOL NEWS *~*

            *<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
Offertory Collection from Last Weekend: $7,200.51.  Of the 867 registered households in the parish we received donations from 272 identifiable contributors (32% of the parish) using envelopes or checks.  Their average donation was $26.48.  The unidentified donations totaled $356.00.  We also received $60.00 for school support.  We thank you for your generosity.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:

Janice Balenger, Ruth Booth, Hannah Burroughs, Hilda Butler, Charles Carrington, Barbara Gheen, Mary Lou Gough, Nick Hurysh, Regina Kijesky, John Langley, Robby Pirhalla, Lee Russell, Sonny Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Sr., Deacon Scott Stuart, Lavenia Sweetney, Melanie Upright, Davisha Wade, and pray for all the sick of the parish and for those serving in religious vocations. Also pray for those serving in the military overseas: Brian Wilson.
If you know of someone who is serving in the military overseas and would like their name on the prayer list, please call the Rectory Office.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:
SUN:  8 am Joan Jameson, 10am Regina Hoffman, 12 noon Parishioners MON:  Wm. “Dump” Butler TUES: Mrs. Root  WEDS: Wm. “Dump” Butler THURS:  Doris Gardiner  FRI: John E. Thomas, Sr.   SAT:  9 am Pauline R. Provenzano, 4 pm Ivan Schedel 
SHOPPING CARDS PROFIT THE PARISH – Last week parishioners earned $151.38, simply by buying Shopping Cards through St. Mary’s.  Thank you for your continued support.
THE RELIGIOUS GOODS STORE will be open/ returning to a regular schedule in September.
CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS DEVOTION ~ First Saturday, 4 September, Rosary at 8:30AM for Peace, for the end of abortion, for vocations to the Priesthood, Diaconate & Consecrated Life, followed by Mass at 9:00am.
MANY, MANY THANKS TO ANDY HAMMOND, THE CEMETERY RESTORATION COMMITTEE & THE FACILITIES COMMITTEE.  After hours of hard work 1) all the known graces in the old cemetery have been plotted, 2) a map of the cemetery has been printed and can be seen in the shadow box which has been erected on the north side of the church, 3) the old bell from our church has been restored and is now on display in front of the shadow box.  This was a tremendous effort and a real blessing for the parish.  Our thanks to all involved.
COME TO OUR PARISH PICNIC on Saturday, September 11th and celebrate 95 years of Catholic Education at St. Mary’s.  We will have a good old-fashioned picnic after the 4:00p.m. Mass.  Hot dogs & fried chicken will be provided by the St. Mary’s Home and School Association.  Bring your folding chair and a dish to share.  We want to be sure we have enough food, so please RSVP by Sept. 9 to Penny Bailey at (301) 932-6883.  Don’t forget to bring your favorite recipe to be included in our Special 95th Anniversary Cookbook for sale later in the year.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!  If you miss this event, you will regret it.  The Welcoming Committee will be hosting a Continental Breakfast/Coffee Social on September 12 after the 8 & 10 am Masses.  All are invited to attend.  So, join us as we fellowship with our new and our longtime parishioners.  Oh, also enjoy the tasty treats.
COMMUNITY YARD SALE:  Clean out your garage, attics, basements, and closets to donate to St. Mary’s School for the “Fall Yard Sale”, or buy your own table at $20 each.  Sign up now to reserve your spot on Sat. Sept. 25 – rain or shine – held in the Parish Hall.  Your junk could be someone else’s treasure.  Contact the school office (301) 932-6883 to reserve a table or drop off your items.
MASS INTENTIONS ~ Because Christ invites us to unite our prayers to His sacrifice, there is a long tradition in the Church of asking that specific prayer intentions be remembered by the priest at Mass.  Most often people ask the priest to remember in his prayers a deceased loved one.  However, it also is appropriate to ask that the sacrifice of the Mass be offered for the living, for example on anniversaries, etc.  The priest’s prayer intention for a particular Mass is printed in the bulletin and also announces them at Mass.  To arrange a Mass intention, please call or visit the parish office between 9:30 and 3:30 on weekdays.  Although it is not required, the customary donation when submitting one’s Mass intention is $10.  Checks should be made out to St. Mary’s Church.

99% Effective & 100% Natural YOUR BODY KNOWS~SO CAN YOU.  For Engaged and Married Couples.  There will be a two session course on Natural Family Planning offered here.  The first class will be on Saturday, September 18 from 10am to 12:30pm with a follow-up class on Saturday, December 18 from 10 to 11:30.  In between these classes couples will have two private consultations by phone with the NFP instructor.  The classes will be held in the Notre Dame Center and the cost is $100.  per couple.  Please call Kathleen at the Rectory Office by Sept. 10 to register, 301 870-2220.  This is not your grandmother’s “rhythm method.”
