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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Parishioners,

 This Monday our nation is observing Labor Day. Labor Day began in 1894 as a holiday to honor the working men and women of America. Although it was originally associated with the union movement in this country, it is now observed by all Americans as a day to rest from our work while giving thanks that we have it. I plan to spend the afternoon with friends at the National’s game. Although rooting for the Nationals can sometimes be real hard work. I hope that each of you and your families will find a relaxing way to rest from your labor while giving thanks for it. 

   The Labor Day holiday marks the end of summer and a return to our more "‘normal" schedules at work and school. Parish life also resumes a faster pace. We will certainly be more active here. Below is a list of some of the activities that will be taking place in our parish over the next few weeks. I hope that many of you will participate in at least some of these activities and opportunities to grow in your faith. 

Happy Labor Day!

Fr. Conley

*************************************

Next weekend, September 11 & 12, we will have REGISTRATION for our Religious Education program (CCD) for public school students after all Masses.  The Commission of Catechists will also be on September 12 at the 10am Mass.
COME TO OUR PARISH PICNIC on Saturday, September 11th and celebrate 95 years of Catholic Education at St. Mary’s.  We will have a good old-fashioned picnic after the 4:00p.m. Mass.  Hot dogs & fried chicken will be provided by the St. Mary’s Home and School Association.  Bring your folding chair and a dish to share.  We want to be sure we have enough food, so please RSVP by Sept. 9 to Penny Bailey at (301) 932-6883.  Don’t forget to bring your favorite recipe to be included in our Special 95th Anniversary Cookbook for sale later in the year.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!  If you miss this event, you will regret it.  The Welcoming Committee will be hosting a Continental Breakfast/Coffee Social on September 12 after the 8 & 10 am Masses.  Refer to the flier in the bulletin, it has more information.  All are invited to attend.

Beginning Saturday, September 18, our MEN’S GROUP will begin a 6 part series of video presentations by Father John Corapi entitled The Catholic Family: Garden of Holiness. Each presentation will be followed by very practical discussion regarding its application to our role as men, father’s, and husbands. The introductory session on the 18th will focus on some of the contemporary attacks on Family life. Following sessions will focus on God’s plan for Family life and the distinct roles of husbands, wives, and children. Throughout the series, special emphasis will be placed on very practical spiritual approaches to combating some of the challenges the culture presents. 

The Men’s Group meets the first and third Saturday of each month from 7-8:30AM. Coffee is served. Come join other men and help support one another while learning more about this great vocation.  Please contact Mitch Johnson at 301-645-4336 or ravens16@comcast.net if you would like more information. 

On Saturday, September 18th from 10 to 12:30 Ms. KC Schnitker of St. Peter’s parish will be here to offer a class on NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING to interested couples. NFP is both the healthy and the holy choice for family planning.  The cost of the course and materials is $100 per couple and you should register by calling Kathleen in the parish office (301-870-2220 ext. 10) before September 10.

REGISTRATION for the Religious Education program (CCD) will also be on September 18 & 19th in the Notre Dame Center after all Masses.
CCD classes for middle school students begin on Wednesday, September 22nd.
On Tuesday, September 21st and Wednesday the 22nd, CHURCH HISTORY CLASS 
Fr. Conley will begin teaching a 15 session course on the history of the Catholic Church. The Tuesday evening class will meet from 7 to 8:30pm and the Wednesday class will meet from 9:30-11:00am. The classes will be held in the Notre Dame Center and the cost of the book and materials is $15. You can register by signing up in the foyer or by emailing Fr. Conley at rtconley@comcast.net 


COMMUNITY YARD SALE:  Clean out your garage, attics, basements, and closets to donate to St. Mary’s School for the “Fall Yard Sale”, or buy your own table at $20 each.  Sign up now to reserve your spot on Sat. Sept. 25 – rain or shine – held in the Parish Hall.  Your junk could be someone else’s treasure.  Call the school office (301) 932-6883 to reserve a table or drop off your items.
CCD classes for elementary level students begin on Sunday, September 26th
Monday, September 27 from 7 to 8:30pm our RCIA/ADULT CATECHISM begins. These classes are for non-Catholics who are interested in coming into the Catholic Church, for Catholics who wish to complete the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation & Holy Eucharist) and for people who just want to learn more about Catholicism. Classes meet in the Notre Dame Center. The cost of the course is $35. You can register by contacting Sue Wolfe at 301-274-3800 ext 15 or you can email her at smbreligioused@stmarysbryantown.com (Participants in this program will also attend the Bible Study listed below.) 
Monday, October 4 BIBLE STUDY using the “Quick Journey Through the Bible” series.  This five session program provides an excellent introduction to the Bible as well as a meaningful overview of salvation history. The course will use a combination of video presentations by Jeff Cavins, brief home study questions and class discussion. The course will be offered on the following Mondays: October 4, 18 & 25 and Nov. 8 & 15. The cost of the study book is $20.  You can sign up for the course in the foyer after Mass or by emailing Fr. Conley at rtconley@comcast.net  This is the same course that was offered in January of this year.

*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*

This week St. Mary’s recognizes Rudolf A. Carrico, Jr. Attorney at Law. Please support our bulletin advertising sponsors who support St. Mary’s bulletin.
*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
            *~* PARISH AND SCHOOL NEWS *~*

            *<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*<>*
Offertory Collection from Last Weekend: $8,369.00.  Of the 867 registered households in the parish we received donations from 293 identifiable contributors (34% of the parish) using envelopes or checks.  Their average donation was $28.57.  The unidentified donations totaled $403.00.  We also received $155.00 for school support.  We thank you for your generosity.
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS:

Janice Balenger, Ruth Booth, Hannah Burroughs, Hilda Butler, Charles Carrington, Barbara Gheen, Mary Lou Gough, Nick Hurysh, Regina Kijesky, John Langley, Robby Pirhalla, Lee Russell, Sonny Savoy, William Leon Savoy, Sr., Deacon Scott Stuart, Lavenia Sweetney, Melanie Upright, Davisha Wade, and pray for all the sick of the parish and for those serving in religious vocations. Also pray for those serving in the military overseas: Brian Wilson.
If you know of someone who is serving in the military overseas and would like their name on the prayer list, please call the Rectory Office.

SHOPPING CARDS PROFIT THE PARISH – Last week parishioners earned $347.00, simply by buying Shopping Cards through St. Mary’s.  Thank you for your continued support.
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:
SUN:  8 am Mary J. Henderson, 10am Frank Marasco, 12 noon Parishioners MON:  James R. Istvan TUES: Mary H. Butler  WEDS: Genevieve DiGiovanni THURS:  Elizabeth A. Friedel  FRI: Doris E. Thomas   SAT:  9 am Edna M. Ellis, 4 pm Jeannette Schedel
MASS INTENTIONS ~ Because Christ invites us to unite our prayers to His sacrifice, there is a long tradition in the Church of asking that specific prayer intentions be remembered by the priest at Mass.  Most often people ask the priest to remember in his prayers a deceased loved one.  However, it also is appropriate to ask that the sacrifice of the Mass be offered for the living, for example on anniversaries, etc.  The priest’s prayer intention for a particular Mass is printed in the bulletin and also announces them at Mass.  To arrange a Mass intention, please call or visit the parish office between 9:30 and 3:30 on weekdays.  Although it is not required, the customary donation when submitting one’s Mass intention is $10.  Checks should be made out to St. Mary’s Church. 

Our Religious Goods Store Now Has Some Great CDs about the Faith & Family Life for only $3.00 Listen to them in your car as you commute to work or school. Currently we have the following titles:  

Becoming The-Best-Version of Yourself by Matthew Kelly; Things to Do in the Midst of Suffering by Jeff Cavins; 4 For Better Forever: A Catholic Guide To Lifelong Marriage by  Dr. Gregory Popcak and Lisa Popcak; How to Bring Fallen Away Catholics Back by  Dr. Scott Hahn; Making Sense Out of Suffering by Dr. Scott Hahn;  The Truth by Fr. Larry Richards;  Counting Your Blessings by Dr. Scott Hahn; Anger and Forgiveness by Deacon Dr. Bob McDonald and  How To Keep Your Kids Catholic by Ken Hensley. When you have heard them you can pass them along to family and friends.
ON LINE BANKING WORKS FOR US & YOU!  Did you forget your envelope?  You no longer have to remember to bring your envelope to church.  Many people find paying their bills on-line to be much more convenient than writing and mailing their checks.  Simply add St. Mary’s Church to your list of monthly payments of your financial obligations on your PC.  Also include your envelope number at the top of your check next to ACCOUNT.  Making your contributions on-line allows you to continue your support of the parish even when travel, illness or snow prevents you from coming to Mass.  If you have questions, please call our Parish bookkeeper, Lisa Shumaker at 301 870 2220.  Thank you for your support.
CUB SCOUTS RECRUITING 1st and 2nd GRADERS ~ Cub Scout Pack 417, is looking for boys in the 1st & 2nd grades to join their ranks.  If you’re interested in learning more, contact Joe Ward at: cubmasterjoe@verizon.net 

Or call Joe at: (301 870 8724) OR email Mike Huber at cubmastermike@verizon.net or visit the Pack’s website at www.cubpack417.com.

